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Mission Month Theme Song

Send Me

Brandon Lake, Jenn Johnson, Kari Jobe
CCLI Song #7183261

Verse 1
If it’s bandaging the broken or washing filthy feet
Here | am Lord send me
If it’s loving one another even when we don’t agree

Here | am Lord send me

Verse 2
If I'm poor or if I’'m wealthy
I’'ll serve You just the same
Here | am Lord send me
On the mountain or the valley
| will choose to praise

Here | am Lord send me

Chorus
If ’'m known by how | love let my life reflect
How much I love You I love You
And before You even ask oh my answer will be yes

‘Cause I love You I love You

Verse 3
If the truth cuts like an arrow I will say it anyway
‘Cause here | am Lord send me
If it’s means that they’ll reject me
Lord | will still obey

Here | am Lord send me

Verse 4
When I’m standing in Your glory
I’'ll be glad | chose to say
Here I am Lord send me
Well done good and faithful I live to hear You say

Here | am Lord send me

Tag
Here | am Lord send me

Here | am Lord send me

© 2020 Brandon Lake Music; Brian and Jenn Publishing; Maverick
City Publishing Worldwide; Kari Jobe Carnes Music; Worship
Together Music; Bethel Music Publishing

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.

All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License #906000
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by: Kyle and Kate Balkissoon

Our family just got back from Japan on a one-month Vision Trip, seeing various ministries
and talking to missionaries across the country about what God is doing in His Kingdom in

Japan.

If there is one thing we that can say is absolutely true about Missions, it is that Spiritual
Warfare is real and Satan hates everything that God and His Kingdom stands for.

How can you tell that Spiritual Warfare is real? Well, some small moments that we experi-
enced in Japan went like this:

The heaviness in your chest when you walk by a Shinto cemetery, witnessing generations
of families in a single burial plot and not a soul in the entire cemetery has ever heard about

Jesus.

The choking feeling you experience when you are walking through Akihabara, Japan’s in-
famous anime district, and witnessing the emotionless and blind stares in the thousands of

people walking around the streets.

The sorrow and sadness you feel when you discover that the entire neighbouring town has

Lo




been ravaged by elder suicide due to the extreme loneliness and lack of purpose, joy, and
hope in the adult and elderly culture. Then you imagine the countless towns across the

country with no churches, no Christians for miles, and no discipleship nor outreach.

These are moments of spiritual warfare when you realize that Satan has had his way within
a country and culture for far too long. When sin and death have been the go-to answer for

generations. The last thing Satan wants is for the Japanese people to come to the Living God.

Churches and Christians in Japan (both Japanese and non-Japanese) have the resources at
the ready for an explosion of the Gospel that will go across the entirety of Japan. It is not a
matter of resources as to why Japan is considered the last Asian Frontier for modern mis-

sions.
It is a matter of Worship.

Joshua 6: 8-9 details the strategy that God gave to Joshua when coming against the high
walls of Jericho, a place that was considered an unconquerable stronghold in the ancient

world.

Instead of coming at it with conventional warfare, God turned the army of Israel into an
army of worshippers. The ark of God marched around the city for 7 days and the military,
instead of holding swords, held musical instrument. They worshipped God as the Ark of
God and the Levitical priest followed with song and praise. On that final day, they repeated
the same thing but 7 times. At that last lap, they let out a shout of praise with trumpet blasts,

and the walls came down in utter victory.

Worship is what aligns our hearts to the truths of Scripture, the character and goodness of

God, the reality of heaven that will be on earth (Mat 6: 9-10) and encourages our own spirit
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to live a life that pursues the Holy Spirit in all things.

Worship causes us to pursue the Presence of God in every sphere of society (both private
and public). It makes us love what God loves and hate what God hates and live for His King-

dom and throne above all!

Israel’s history is full of moments when worship is the weapon of spiritual warfare, remind-

ing us who is Higher above all other gods, spiritual authority, demonic strongholds and

spirits. Every victory for Israel and the disciples of Jesus came because they were focused on

naturally worshipping God, their lives as the expression of that very worship.

John Piper famously says this quote:

“Worship is the goal and the fuel of missions: Missions exists because worship doesn’t.
Missions is our way of saying: the joy of knowing Christ is not a private, or tribal, or nation-
al or ethnic privilege. It is for all. And that’s why we go. Because we have tasted the joy of
worshiping Jesus, and we want all the families of the earth included.”

God is calling not just Missionaries but all people after his own heart and Presence who

will worship Him in every sphere as the natural extension of that tasteful joy of knowing,

experiencing, and thus sharing Jesus.
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Frederick Dungganon

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; !° that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of

reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-19

The message of reconciliation is the message of the Gospel. Christians were called not as
viewers nor mere listeners of the Good News; we are called for action; we are called as the
Good News people. In Christ we became new creation! Paul in this letter to the Corinthians
is trying to prove his identity in Christ and calling from Christ, as a follower of Christ and
as the apostle to the Gentiles. Some Corinthian believers are questioning his authority for
their own desire to become the head of the Church in Corinth, causing division. This mes-
sage of reconciliation is what the Gospel is all about, that we be reconciled to God, and so
we be reconciled with one another as the body of Christ. A true believer is a messenger of

reconciliation and not of division.

In Christ we are reconciled with God. Our sins are no longer counted against us for we are
forgiven. But that is only the beginning of a new life in Christ! Paul is trying to prove his
calling by first drawing the line that he was first reconciled to God, then he was called for
the ministry. Reconciliation precedes Calling. And that calling maybe a special calling for

Paul, being the apostle to the Gentiles, but the ministry itself is not. The ministry of recon-
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ciliation is a calling for all those who are in Christ! You and me, who are followers of Christ
are called for the ministry of reconciliation. Christ himself reconciled us to God through
the cross and so He is expecting us to also be reconcilers for others. Not to die as sacrifice

for their sins, that was done already by Christ, but to become like Christ.

In Matthew 4:19-20, when Jesus called his disciples, it is not a calling of being a student
but a calling of being a Disciple! The Hebrew word for disciple is talmid, which means “ap-
prentice.” To be an APPRENTICE, is to be like Jesus. The reason the disciples had to leave
their nets and jobs was because it was clear to them that the calling of “talmid” was to be an
apprentice of Jesus: to learn from Jesus, teach like Jesus, act like Jesus, and to become like
Jesus. History tells us that his disciples, except for Judas Iscariot, all died for the sake of the
gospel. For these eleven Apostles, and Matthias and for Apostle Paul, to die as a martyr was

to imitate their teacher.

The late Patrick Hobbs together with Pam and their children made a decision to become
missionaries in the Philippines in the early 80’s. They are Canadian missionaries from OMF
and Patrick knew very well that his calling is to preach the gospel of reconciliation to the
poor. He served the poor by living in slums for more than 5 years and have discipled the
poor for more than 16 years, even during his final years while suffering from Cancer. This
ministry is called Bukang Liwayway, or Dawn for the poor Ministries. For 27 years, the
ministry was carried on by the disciples of Patrick and preach the Gospel to other poor
communities in the Philippines. With limited resources, God is faithful. The ministry con-
tinued to grow and now serves in 11 different locations in the Philippines, with 180 church
volunteer leaders, 180 House Churches, and our simple church continue to preach and live
out the Message of Reconciliation. 200 Patients are under our care and we are sponsoring
300 students.

Maybe for Patrick, to be a missionary in the Philippines was a special calling. But the min-
istry of reconciliation for the poor is a universal calling for all of us. This is very clear both
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to the apostles and to Paul. We are called to disciple those who are economically outcast in
our society, those who are marginalized because of poverty, and those who are treated as
less human because of their social class. Like Jesus did, like his disciples did, like Apostle
Paul did! In Galatians 2:9b-10, Paul was reminded by the Apostles to preach the message of
reconciliation to the Gentiles, but do not neglect the poor! For this is part of the message
and works of the Gospel of Christ.

Unlike these Corinthian believers who are purposely propagating division in the church,
we may be unaware that we are propagating division by not participating in the ministry of
reconciliation to the poor. We are not living as apprentice of Jesus in reconciling the poor
to His kingdom. The design of God for Israel in Old Testament as His covenant nation is
that “There will be no poor among them.” ' Though this didn’t happen because of their dis-
obedience, greediness, and selfishness, the rich became richer, and the poor became poorer.
Yet we saw this happened in the time of the apostles. In Acts 4:32-35, “The multitude of
believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything they owned. 33With great power the apostles continued
to give their testimony about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And abundant grace was
upon them all. 34There were no needy ones among them, because those who owned lands
or houses would sell their property, bring the proceeds from the sales, 35and lay them at the

apostles’ feet for distribution to anyone as he had need.

This is the scene of a church that the message of reconciliation is preached continuously.
That they are always reminded of the grace and richness of God, that everyone shares their
all to everyone, and there is no poor among them! I invite you to join us in preaching the

Message of Reconciliation and live out our faith by helping the pgor.

! Deuteronomy 15:4
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We simply do not know what the next day brings.

Marinko came to us like most of our young men that seek help from addiction. We know
something they do not know. Addiction is not their main problem. It is separation from
God that makes them go deeper and deeper into addiction.

They keep hurting themselves, and hurting those that love them, the closest members of
their families. Marinko never had the chance to hear the good news of Christ. One day,
a month after staying in our Rehab, he was deeply moved and spent most of that evening
siting and weeping. So unusual for a tough man. However, sorrow over sins committed
towards so many people and toward God were pressing hard against him. He could not
sleep. However, honest prayer, confession, and accepting the forgiveness that Jesus offered
changed him. The new man he became in the morning told others around him about the
experience.

The first time his family came to visit was months later. His dad came and as they embraced
tears were flowing. Marinko asked his dad for forgiveness for all the pain he has caused him
and the family... more tears and more hugs followed.

Couple of days ago Marinko received the saddest news. His dad did not wake up from his
sleep. His life ended suddenly and unexpectedly.

Oh, the pain... but oh, what peace for Marinko to know that forgiveness was granted and
all was well between them.

Peace with God, and peace with his father....

How important it is for us to be reconciled to God and to each other while we are able.

Today is the day. 5 }7(/21{9
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Pastor Bryan Fletcher

Throughout the book of Acts, the author, Luke, mentions several times “the Way” without
specifying further what he or those using it meant by this term. (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4;
24:14, 22) As a result, the reader is challenged with the task of constructing the meaning
of this term through what is going on in the surrounding text and throughout the book’

narrative.

A consistent characteristic that seems to emerge about the Way is that it refers figuratively
to a road or path of reconciliation between God and humanity, and between people. The
apostle Paul, whose ministry and travels Luke documents in the book of Acts, is not only
traveling on the Way, but also inviting others to walk with him by offering the opportunity
to experience reconciliation in their lives for spiritual and physical wholeness.

One of the places in Paul’s writings where he refers to his message of reconciliation is in 2
Corinthians 5:19. It encapsulates the heart of the Christian message, and portrays believers
as messengers of reconciliation. It is a profound declaration that speaks to the core of Chris-
tian faith and practice, revealing the role of Christians as ambassadors of God's message of
reconciliation to a fractured world.

The Verse Unveiled

"That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:19, ESV)
Here, the Apostle Paul elucidates a breathtaking concept: God, through Christ, initiated a
process of reconciliation between Himself and humanity. The divine mission was not one
VICAC
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of condemnation but redemption, as God chose not to hold humanity's sins against them.
Instead, He entrusted His followers with the profound task of carrying forth the message of

reconciliation to all corners of the world.

Messengers of Reconciliation

Christians, then, are inherently appointed as messengers of reconciliation. Their role is not
merely to point out the sins of the world but to offer an eternal solution by proclaiming the
possibility of forgiveness, redemption, and unity with God. This divine mandate invites be-
lievers to engage with the world in a way that fosters healing and restoration.

One might wonder how this grand mission translates into real-life scenarios. Let me share
with you the story of Sarah, a dedicated Christian who embodied the essence of 2 Corin-
thians 5:19 in her life.

Sarah's Journey

Sarah, a woman of deep faith in Christ, found herself working in a bustling urban hospital
as a nurse. Her days were filled with the cacophony of beeping machines and the hurried
footsteps of medical professionals. Amid this chaos, Sarah recognized an opportunity to be

a messenger of reconciliation.

One day, a young patient named Emily was admitted to the hospital. Emily had a severe
autoimmune condition that left her physically weak and emotionally distraught. She had
been in and out of hospitals for most of her life, and her mistrust of the medical system was

palpable.

Sarah, with her warm smile and compassionate demeanor, was assigned to care for Emily.
Rather than just attending to her physical needs, Sarah recognized the deeper pain that
Emily carried—the emotional scars of countless hospital visits, disillusionment, and a sense
of isolation from the world.

Over the course of several weeks, Sarah not only tended to Emily's medical needs but also
took the time to listen to her fears, hopes, and dreams. Sarah shared stories of her own faith
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journey and how her faith in Jesus has given her a sense of purpose and hope, especially as
she faced adversities in her personal life.

Through the relationship Sarah built with Emily, slowly but surely, a transformation oc-
curred. Emily began to open up to Sarah, allowing the message of reconciliation to seep into
her wounded heart. Emily found solace in the idea that God was loving and understanding,
not counting her trespasses against her, and that through Christ, she could experience a
profound sense of healing.

As Emily's physical condition improved, her spiritual and emotional well-being also flour-
ished. She made the decision to trust in Jesus—a newfound faith that had been brought to
life through Sarah's genuine care and the message of reconciliation she carried.

Sarah and Emily’s story also brings to life Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:19. Sarah was
not merely a nurse; she was an ambassador of God's love and reconciliation to others. Her
compassion, care, and friendship, combined with the message of hope she shared, brought
about a lasting transformation in Emily's life.

Walking the Way

As we follow Jesus on the Way by faith, we become much more than just recipients of God's
grace. We are messengers of reconciliation entrusted with a divine mission and a holy call-
ing. We are empowered by God’s Spirit to have an impact on other people’s lives. The Way of
reconciliation means walking in a specific direction with God and inviting others to join us.
It is a path that leads to healing and wholeness for all who journey on it. As we travel along
this path, we offer God’s forgiveness and restoration to a broken world. Let us embrace our
role as messengers of reconciliation, sharing the transformative message of God's love, and
in doing so, come to embody what the Way is all about.




Pastor Alex Kovalenko

The ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine has been a source of pain and suffering for
many people. However, amidst the political tensions and cultural differences, it is essential
to find a path towards reconciliation, peace, and unity. A powerful source of guidance on
reconciliation can be found in the Bible. In 2 Corinthians 5:19, we find a profound message
that can serve as a guiding light towards healing the wounds between two nations.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (KJV) reads, "To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto

us the word of reconciliation." This scripture carries a message of hope, forgiveness, and
the possibility of reconciliation knowing the example of God’s reconciliation with humans.

To embark on the path of reconciliation, it is crucial to acknowledge the need for it. The
tension and conflicts between Ukrainians and Russians have caused suffering on both sides.
In the context of this conflict, forgiveness does not mean ignoring the past or pretending
that the pain and suffering did not occur. Instead, it means acknowledging the wrongs and
choosing to let go of the anger, resentment, and desire for vengeance.

The Bible reminds us that God reconciled the world to Himself, through Christ, by the
forgiveness of our sins. This is an example that reconciliation is in fact a divine calling.
But first, the evil must be admitted by the aggressor and stopped.

The will of God for people is not to create wars but to make peace, said Jesus in Matthew

26:52. And peace starts with forgiveness. We have the peace of Christ because we know that
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we have been forgiven because of Christ. Forgiveness is a powerful act of love and grace. It
frees individuals and communities from the chains of bitterness and enables them to em-
brace the potential for reconciliation.

Reconciliation requires a willingness to take responsibility for one's actions and their
consequences. First and foremost, the aggressor must be open to self-reflection and
acknowledge the role they have played in the conflict. This step is very important, otherwise
the process of reconciliation cannot even begin. As we know from 1John 1:8-9, without
acknowledging the sins there is no forgiveness.

God is the one taking the initiative to reconcile us, but He expects us to play a role by ac-
cepting the message of reconciliation. Similarly, both Ukrainians and Russians must active-
ly participate in the process of reconciliation, taking steps to rectify past mistakes and avoid
repeating them.

In a world filled with conflicts and divisions, the search for peace between nations remains
an enduring aspiration. Amidst diplomatic negotiations and geopolitical strategies, a pro-
found solution often overlooked is the powerful reconciliation with God.

Embracing the path that God paved for us through the works of Jesus at Calvary we can
have empathy, compassion, and forgiveness, erasing the seeds of hatred that fuel interna-
tional disagreements. When nations practice and prioritize their own peace with God, they
can extend olive branches, instead of weapons, to the rest of the world.

Ultimately only Jesus will bring peace to this world. He is the "Prince of Peace," and He is
the only mediator between God and humanity. Through his life, teachings, crucifixion, and
resurrection, Jesus provided a path to reconciliation and forgiveness for humanity's sins.

The concept of reconciliation with God through Christ emphasizes the importance of

repentance, faith, and acceptance of Jesus as the only way to establish harmony in rela-




tionship with God. Only having the correct relationship with God can help us in building
correct relationships with other people.

Reconciliation is not a simple or quick process, and it may require great effort and sacrifice.
However, the rewards of peace, healing, and a better future for both nations are worth the
effort. As Ukrainians and Russians embrace the message of reconciliation, they can work
together to build bridges, foster understanding, and create a more peaceful world for
themselves and future generations. In doing so, they can fulfill the divine calling to be agents

of reconciliation in a divided world.




223 Ministry;/Report:
V5o Bthe

ChurchtinBrilep

Pastor Edijan Salioski

May God's blessings be upon all of you. We hope that you are in good health and keeping us
in your prayers. We, too, are praying for you and exploring ways to maintain our commu-
nication and further invest in the Kingdom of God in Macedonia.

We hosted numerous seminars and conferences, where we had the opportunity to connect
with individuals who attended, as well as various organizations. In addition to our English
classes, our church also introduced teenage classes.

We conducted evangelization efforts, during which we invited numerous people to come
and hear the Gospel in our church.

Here is a list of some of the activities:
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Teenage Clace

Let's continue to pray, and may
God bless and be with you. I hope
that from time to time, we can stay

connected and hear from you.
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God’s Power
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Wendy Pang

Back in February, I attended a winter conference where Rev. Keith Lee presented the var-
ious ministries that he has been involved in around the world. As I was listening, I hoped
that one day, I would be able to join Rev. Lee on one of his mission trips. I kept an open
heart and was ready to go anywhere God sends me. To my surprise, Rev. Lee walked up to
me right after he finished his presentation, and I told him the desire of my heart. He invited
me to go to Uganda in May. I immediately said “Yes.” And so my journey begins.

The journey was not smooth sailing from the start. My body had an unexpected reaction to
the yellow fever vaccine. I experienced the most severe flare up of my skin that I had ever
encountered. While everyone on the team received their Uganda visa promptly, my applica-
tion was on hold for over three weeks. At one point, some people commented that perhaps
it was not God’s will for me to go. Despite our team's consistent nightly prayers before our
departure, I felt a deep need for God's intervention. So, I reached out to numerous prayer
groups in my contacts, unaware that my requests would become a means for them to join
me on a journey where we witnessed God's faithfulness and power. Miraculously, my visa
was approved within three hours after their prayers.

Our team conducted bible training for local pastors and students in a remote town called
Pakwach in Northern Uganda. The average daily temperature was around 340C. Since there
was no air conditioning in the classrooms, we spent the majority of our time outdoors
under the shade. However, there was just a small problem. I have a fear of chickens. There
were a few chickens roaming around in the school yard, which drew my attention away and
disrupted the delivery of lessons.
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On the third day, one of the reflection questions was “Are there any sins in our lives that
we still need to deal with?” As I reflect in silence, the Holy Spirit convicted me and said
“Didn’t you teach about God’s creation on the first day? Didn’t you proclaim that humans
are made in the image of God and given dominion over all living creatures? Yet, you are
afraid of chickens. You are not living as the image of God as you preached. Fear is not from
the Lord.” In that moment, a strong urge compelled me to make the decision to never fear
chickens again. So, I got up and shared what I heard from the Spirit and asked the students
to pray over me and cast out my fear. They prayed as I requested. However, I was uncertain
whether my fear was truly gone.

After school, we ventured into a village for the first time to visit a student’s family. We were
greeted warmly, and settled in the courtyard. All of sudden, the hostess made a peculiar
sound, and in an instant, a swarm of chickens rushed in, surrounding us. It was the closest
I had ever been to so many chickens in my life. My teammates looked at me with concern,
unsure of how I would react. However, to my surprise, I was filled with a transcendent
peace, unlike anything I had ever experienced before. I was able to sit back and relax in my
chair. What an intriguing way for God to show me that my fear had been conquered.

On the following day, I was able to testify to the students, sharing how God had delivered
my fear through their prayers and proclaimed that God is greater than our fears. I encour-
aged them to confront their own fears, knowing that God is love and will be with them ev-
ery step of the way. On the final day, 22 students committed to becoming a disciple of Jesus
Christ. It was a testament to the power and grace of God.

I could never have imagined that I would have the privilege of being in a picture with these
beautiful African children, whom I have seen countless times in World Vision mailouts.
God’s power was revealed through this journey as He graciously healed my skin condition,
delivered me from my fear of chickens, reignited my passion for missions, and deeply im-
printed Africa in a special place within my heart. Furthermore, I witnessed the unwavering
responses of the missionaries to God’s call, their faithful commitment to walking in His
will, and their complete obedience and humility in Christ. Their lives demonstrated what
it means to live as a “living sacrifice” as commanded in Romans 12:1. Finally, the young
missionary encouraged me, “Never let your past experiences limit the infinite power of God
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Lydia Chow
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Rosa Leung

It was a pleasant Sunday evening after church, many brothers and sisters gathered in a
church member’s house for fellowship. After dinner, we all sat down to chat... these ‘tres
amigos’ (three friends) who used to be arch-enemies and fierce competitors, now turned
friends and brothers in Christ, started to recall and share their past interactions with us.

Let me fill in some background. Their three wholesale distributing stores were located side
by side on a very busy commercial street. They competed fiercely to win over one another’s
clients, using strategies such as lowering their prices to marginal profits, offering special
promotions, discounts, and working long hours. You can image there was little friendly in-
teraction amongst them. But the interesting fact was, two of these store owners were related.
Their wives were sisters!

As we were listening to these ‘tres amigos’ recount their stories, the one who was married
to the younger sister told us that in one of those competitive days, out of frustration, he
grabbed his gun and threatened to harm the sons of the older sister. In other words, he
threatened his own nephews. To that, the one married to the older sister replied: “you have
a gun, I have a gun too...”

I thought to myself, “wow, how is it possible for these guys to sit together now and joke so
loosely about it?” There was no trace of anger or revenge in their talk. This was indeed a
miracle...

The theme of this year’s missions conference is “Messengers of Reconciliation” Why do
we need reconciliation? Reconciliation with whom? Reconciliation assumes a broken or
disrupted relationship. Humanity has walked away in rebellion from our Creator God. Hu-




mans have become God’s enemies; they have broken trust with Him. As a side effect, hu-
mans have also developed broken relationships with their fellow humans. Jesus came to
mend this brokenness, to restore peace and harmony. This is the message of Jesus’ cross. He
came to pay the ultimate price for the sins of the world.

These ‘tres amigos’ recognized their broken condition, their sinfulness against God and
against others. God worked in their lives one by one. First, one of the three obeyed God’s
call to repent from his sins and surrender his will to Jesus. Then the others saw true life
transformation, were touched by God, and followed suit. They received the gift of recon-
ciliation with God and new life in Jesus Christ. As disciples of Jesus, they learned to live
peacefully with one another.

They are living testimonies of 2 Cor.5:17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

If you are a disciple of Jesus, you have been entrusted with this message of reconciliation
as well: that in Christ, God has provided the means for our sinful world to be reconciled to
Himself. His enemies can receive forgiveness and become His children instead!

This is not an easy message to convey. Our society does not like to hear about God and sin.
They prefer to hear about a God of love, free from moral values. They are skeptical about
claims of objective truths. Believe it or not, many Christians have also lost confidence in
God’s word and faith in the Holy Spirit's power to change people’s hearts. The apostle Paul
reminds us that we have this powerful treasure in jars of clay (2 Cor.4:7). God’s power can
change hearts of stones if we are willing to share this treasure with the people around us.

How can we start? Allow me to give a few suggestions. First, have a soul check. Ask God to
reveal situations where you might need to initiate any process of reconciliation with some-
one you might have issues with. Second, live by modeling Jesus’ kindness and humility in
your daily interactions. If it is up to you, try not to pick a fight. Third, identify a few poten-
tial candidates from your daily relationships to share the Gospel with. Pray for them and
plan ways you could start meaningful conversations.

Remember, the results are in God’s hands; therefore, rely on His Spirit each step of the way.
Your part is to be a faithful messenger, spending time in God’s word, and learning how to
be an effective witness for Jesus. Shalom! =59 '/L}Q
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And how can anyone preach unless they are sent ?
As 1t 1s written :
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news !”
Romans 10:15



